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Nov 2, Monday
Night’s Speaker
Steve Woit, “Fly Fishing
Treasures”
Steve Woit has been fly fishing for
over forty years and has been an
avid collector of antique fly fishing
tackle for over thirty years. His
current passion includes the
collection of antique gut-eyed
salmon flies.
He began his collection after a chance
encounter with the late Ben MauriceJones, who maintained a stall for many
years in the famed Portobello Antiques Market in London.
During his regular visits with Ben, Steve started to learn about the finer
points of collecting antique tackle. He then continued to meet fellow
collectors, dealers and traders at the regular Northeast Antique Angler’s
Shows in New England run by Ben Clark and at the Lang’s auctions.
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WHERE THE FISH ARE

November2, Steve Woit
on Antique Fish gear
begins at 6:30 PM

See Page 3

And the noble
American Eel Page 4
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ZOOM Meeting
November 2,
6 PM

https://
us02web.zoom.us/
j/86320130650?
pwd=NTlwSWtVdl
FhbnhpUGpkaDRr
Z05uQT09
Meeting ID: 863
2013 0650
Passcode: 698893

Contact Info:
President Ben
Meade :
Benjamin.K.Meade
at Gmail dot Com
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Jim MacDougall,
jm3 at iCloud dot
com

TROUT UNLIMITED, NOR’EAST CHAPTER NEWSLETTER

OCTOBER 29,2020

When the live in-person auctions transitioned online and the Northeast Antique Angler’s
shows closed, he began wondering how to stay in touch with the community of collectors he
had met. He observed that while many members of the antique tackle collecting community
knew a few of the leading figures in the trade, they actually knew very little about them. So,
the idea for writing Fly Fishing Treasures was formed.
After early encouragement from Hoagy Carmichael, Roger Still, John Drewett and others,
Steve then spent over seven years meeting and interviewing leading collectors, experts,
authors, museum and club curators, craftsmen and auctioneers.
Many of them provided him with invaluable access to private collections that have rarely been
seen by others. Their stories were well worth listening to and learning from.
Steve has written a number of articles related to antique fly tackle collecting for magazines
and journals such as Classic Angling and the Yale Anglers’ Journal.
He completed his undergraduate studies at Yale with a degree in Combined Literature in
English and French Literature and served as President of the Yale Fishing Club and Captain of
the Yale Fishing Team.
He is a member of the Flyfishers’ Club in London.
Source verbatim: Flyfishingtreasures.com

NOVEMBER 2, 6 PM REGULAR MEETING ON ZOOM
Presentation starts at 6:30 PM

STEVE WOIT, AUTHOR OF “FLY FISHING TREASURES”
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86320130650?pwd=NTlwSWtVdlFhbnhpUGpkaDRrZ05uQT09
Meeting ID: 863 2013 0650
Passcode: 698893
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Fall Fishing
Three Rivers Stocking
Association provides us with
some of the best trout fishing in
the winter for us in southern
New England. Check out their
web page for more info.
Hopefully you caught Richard’s
presentation at last month’s
regular meeting. If not, the
map shows where they have
special permission to stock the
southeastern rivers of New
Hampshire for some excellent
late season and winter fishing
on the Isinglass, Cocheco,
Lamprey and Exeter Rivers.
If you want to practice your
casting while hoping for a fish
to bite, you can always visit the
Merrimack, the Rowley, Ipswich
and Essex Rivers for some holdover stripers. Hope springs
eternal.

HELP THREE RIVERS STOCKING ASSOCIATION
Rick Hutchins and his friends at Three Rivers Stocking Association provide a wonderful fall and winter
fishery in your backyard with the blessings of the State of New Hampshire but out of their own pocket. If
you enjoy the fishing at these rivers, you may wish to send them a donation for their eﬀorts.
Contact them at:
https://threeriversstocking.com/2020-fundraising-drive
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President’s Message
Dear fellow Nor’East Chapter Trout Unlimited Members,
A sincere wish to all members of NETU and your family and friends that this note
finds you well.
The weather has turned – snow is in the forecast as I write these words – and it is
hard to believe that the warm months of 2020 are in the rearview mirror. Hopefully
you were able get out on the water this past summer and fall. I read recently that our
local harbors and marinas were the busiest they have been in years. No surprise
there, considering the myriad of benefits of fresh air in our current times.
As you likely already know, NETU’s mission reads as follows: “To protect, conserve
and restore Massachusetts' North Shore cold water fisheries and their watersheds.”
A recent conversation with Greg Murrer, NETU’s Conservation Committee Chair and

Middleton Road culvert over Crooked Pond Brook

Secretary, brought home for me the fact that NETU’s eﬀorts benefit many aquatic
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species – not just cold water fish. Last November, a 15” long American eel was
spotted swimming upstream during an NETU work day to install a rock ledge along
the inside of the newly installed Middleton Road (Boxford) culvert on Crooked Pond
Brook. NETU Chapter members Greg Murrer, Josh Rownd, Ben Shea, Mike O’Neill,

Ben Shea, Greg Murrer, Josh Rownd, Mike O’Neill

and Jim Shimer were there that day – pictures accompany this letter. This newly
installed culvert – of which NETU was instrumental in making happen – replaced a
perched culvert that had blocked upstream migration of American eels and other
aquatic species since at least the 1940’s. Think about that for a second!

An eel and a
bullhead

Admittedly, American eels may not rank as high for fish lovers
and anglers as Atlantic salmon, sea run brook trout, river
herring, striped bass or American shad. However, they are a
critical species that relies on both freshwater and saltwater
environments. Their life cycle is amazing. Born in the
Sargasso Sea, they swim/drift/migrate north, eventually
finding their way as juveniles to estuaries and rivers along the
Eastern seaboard. They ascend into freshwater, mature into
adults, then reverse their journey south to the Sargasso Sea
to spawn. Their numbers are supposedly declining, and you
can probably guess some of the reasons why. Like other
diadromous fish species, they need our help!

I recently had my own American eel sighting. My four year
old daughter Adelaide and I caught one – about 18” long - in a minnow trap set in a
local pond. It was a surprise to catch! Adelaide was infatuated – a couple of
pictures attach this letter. Before we carefully released it, I enjoyed explaining to
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Adelaide that the eel had swum a very, very long
way – all the way from the ocean - to find its way
to that pond. Her questions and interest about
the eel led that moment to be a very special one
for me – the parent of a young nature lover.
Happy fall, and wishing everyone the best.
Hope to see you at one of our virtual meetings or
a smaller, outside, socially distanced NETU
event sometime. As always, please don’t
hesitate to drop me a line – I would be happy to
hear from you.
Who’s admiring who?

Our next meeting – November 2nd over Zoom –
will feature Steve Woit, author of Fly Fishing Treasures: The World of Fly Fishers
and Collecting. If you haven’t taken a look at a copy of this book yet, it comes
highly recommended! Summarized from Steve’s own website: “Fly Fishing
Treasures is a colorful review of the world of fly fishers and collecting, including 30
interviews with leading collectors, experts, museum and club curators, tackle
manufacturers, auctioneers and traders and dealers of antique, vintage and
collectible fly fishing tackle.” If you are interested in the history of fly fishing and its
gear, you won’t want to miss Steve’s talk! The Zoom meeting will open for open
discussion at 6:00 PM on November 2nd, and Steve’s talk will follow at 6:30. A NETU
Board meeting will follow the presentation. Hope to see you there!
Ben Meade, President.
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Last cast: Who is in charge of the store, as it
were.
President – Ben Meade
Vice President – Resume builder (put your name here)
Treasurer – Peter Vandermeulen
Secretary – Gregory Murrer
Directors:
Kalil Boghdan
Geof Day
James Goodhart
Geoﬀ Klane
Fred Jennings
Tom Leahy
Mike O’Neill
Bob Torkildsen
Chett Walsh
David Walsh
Ken Washburn
Committees
Conservation Committee Chair: Chett Walsh
Meeting Programs Chair: Ken Washburn
Meeting Dinner Committee Co-Chairs: Kalil Boghdan, Mike O’Neill, Ken Washburn
Banquet Committee Co-Chairs: Kalil Boghdan, Josh Rownd, Bob Torkildsen
Newsletter Editor: Jim MacDougall, pro tempore
Webmaster: Geof Day

Contact Chapter at info@tunoreast.org
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